
  
 

  
 

 

The 32nd CCA Texas’ STAR Tournament will 
be like no other.  
While the offshore divisions and format are much the same as 
previous years (except for the addition of the Red Snapper 
Division), in response to the February 2021 freeze and in an effort 
to help our state’s marine resources recover as quickly as 
possible, the inshore format has changed dramatically. The Trout, 
Sheepshead, Gafftop and Flounder divisions have been removed 
and the format has shifted to an all tagged redfish, mandatory 
release inshore format. In a little over a week, STAR 2021 will 
launch with a new Catch-Clip-Release and Claim format with 
more prizes than ever. 

   
Over the past few days, volunteer crews have been catching, tagging and releasing 180 redfish along the Texas 
coast, roughly one every three miles. The chances of catching a tagged redfish have tripled, and we anticipate a lot 
of incredible and inspiring stories.  

 

 

 

http://cca.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MzczODU4JnA9MSZ1PTc5NjYzNjExNSZsaT03MTUzMjgwNw/index.html


  
 

It is critical that everyone participating in STAR be aware that the Tagged 
Redfish Division is MANDATORY RELEASE.  
   
Anglers MUST clip as much of the tag as they can, or remove it entirely, and release the fish back into the water to 
be eligible to claim a prize. The video above shows exactly how an angler can remove the tag and release the fish. 
We will soon have other videos showing ways to cut or clip the tags with a variety of tools. 
   

http://cca.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MzczODU4JnA9MSZ1PTc5NjYzNjExNSZsaT03MTUzMjgwOQ/index.html
http://cca.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MzczODU4JnA9MSZ1PTc5NjYzNjExNSZsaT03MTUzMjgwOA/index.html


STAR-tagged redfish will have one of three different colored tags, all corresponding to different prizes, but 
whatever the color, the tag MUST be clipped or removed and the fish released, no matter the condition, although 
the healthier the better.  
   
Definitely check out what the color scheme means by visiting our PRIZES page, and perhaps most important of all, 
check out the NEW RULES that require mandatory release of tagged reds. 
   
Good luck and good fishing! CLICK HERE TO ENTER! 
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Angling From a Scientific Angle 
Shane Bonnot, M.S., is the advocacy director for CCA Texas, 
working closely with CCA committees, members and staff on 
interests and policies that are vital to the long-term 
sustainability of coastal marine resources. He is a former 
employee of Texas Parks and Wildlife – Coastal Fisheries 
Division in the stock enhancement program at Sea Center Texas, 
spending 5 years as hatchery biologist and another 5 years as 
hatchery manager.  
   
Sub-adult redfish have a diverse diet and consume, on 
average, 1.5 percent of their body weight daily. According 
to published literature stomach content of red drum can 
contain more than 20 different species of prey, varying by 
season and location. The predominant prey items are blue 
crabs, penaid shrimp, menhaden and other bony fishes, but 
it is clear that crabs are a preferred food item.  
   
With that in mind, consider a crab fly pattern, lure or bait 
next time you are targeting tagged redfish. You may be 
surprised with the results! 

   

 

 

Shane Bonnot, M.S., Advocacy Director, CCA 
Texas 

   

 

  
 

  
One Expert - One Redfish Bait 

An ongoing series asking guides, scientists, outdoor writers and other experts what one bait they would use to catch a tagged 
redfish during the STAR Tournament. 

By Pat Murray, CCA National President 
   

 

  
 

With the launch of the Texas STAR Tournament, I have asked several experts to share the single bait they would use 
if they were fishing for a tagged redfish. I ran my normal path of targeting guides, marine scientists and outdoor 



writers and jumped from upper coast to lower to get a broad perspective. The next in the series of these very 
focused picks is from acclaimed outdoor writer, editor, blogger and podcaster host Chester Moore. Beyond his 
prowess in the writing, publishing and broadcast arena, he is a lifelong expert angler and a dedicated successful 
redfish hunter.  
   
His pick is a perfect selection for a summer pattern and fits for both boat or shore-based anglers - the 1/4-oz Strike 
King Redfish Magic spinnerbait. He is quick to highlight that it is “a killer redfish getter! It's a great lure for 
covering vast amounts of water and creates lots of sound which can bring redfish to your lure even in murky water 
conditions.” His favorite for clear water is the glow/chartreuse and for murkier conditions the watermelon/red. An 
insight from Chester is definitely one to take to heart and to your next fishing spot.  
   
   

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

http://cca.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MzczODU4JnA9MSZ1PTc5NjYzNjExNSZsaT03MTUzMjgxNA/index.html
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